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March 1 marked 
Afghanistan Engineer 
District’s 5-year 
anniversary.  More 
than 200 AED 
personnel and 
guests celebrated the 
occasion at the AED 
Headquarters in Kabul on April 6.   (See 
story by Bruce J. Huffman on page 8.  
Photo by Brenda L. Beasley)
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During the month of April, the Afghanistan 
Engineer District will celebrate its fi ve year 

anniversary of helping the people of Afghanistan rebuild 
their historic country.  In late 2002, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers received a request to develop facilities 
for the new Afghan National Army.  The response was 
quick and in October 2002, the Afghan Area Offi ce was 
established in the heart of Kabul.

The challenges were immense for the initial team.  
Years of war had destroyed military and government 
facilities throughout the country.  Security, labor and 
resources were in short supply.  In January 2003, Col. 
Robert R. Derrick became the fi rst commander with the 
mission of building facilities to support the ANA.  By 
late 2003, the Afghan Area Offi ce appropriations had 
expanded to over $550 million.  The staff increased 
from two to over 50 personnel.  The growth continued 
and in March 2004, AED became operational and took 
control of all USACE assets in Afghanistan and the 
bordering countries of Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.

In the early years, AED primarily focused on ANA 
projects.  After partnering with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development and the Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams, AED also began providing 
expertise in many other areas.  Such support resulted in 
the major road project going from Kabul to Kandahar.  
AED continued to show its commitment to the success 
of the country by becoming involved in major dam and 
bridge projects in Kajakai and Tajikistan.

When AED grew to over 100 
personnel in early 2005, it moved 
from the TAC House to the former 
Iraqi Embassy now known as Qalaa 
House.  AED has continued to grow 
and now has seven area offi ces, 12 
resident offi ces and personnel working 
at 16 PRT sites.  Also in early 2005, 
the National Military Academy of 
Afghanistan was completed and the 
fi rst class graduated.

Our AED personnel have chosen to 
leave their families, jobs and alter their lives to support 
the rebuilding effort.  Members of the AED family have 
been involved in hostile encounters resulting in injury, 
and in some cases, death.

Many members of the AED family have chosen to 
return and serve multiple tours.  The personal sacrifi ce 
not only on their part, but on the part of their families, 
is recognized not only by the Corps of Engineers, but by 
the people of Afghanistan whose lives have been changed 
forever.

Afghanistan has made major strides in the past fi ve 
years and AED has played, and continues to play, a 
major role in this success.  I would like to thank all of 
those who have served, and all of those who are now 
serving, for your commitment and dedication to the 
future of Afghanistan.

BUILDING STRONGSM
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CONTENTS From the Commander ...

Col. Thomas E. 
O’Donovan

I would like to say not only 
am I happy to be on board, 

but also proud to be part of such a 
positive team – a team we know as 
the Afghanistan Engineer District. 
Everyone here has volunteered 
to serve in Afghanistan in order 
to support our enormous mission. 
Each of you is making a unique 
contribution and personal impact 
upon what we are doing on a daily 
basis.  True American volunteerism 
is one facet that makes our country 
great.

Putting yourself at risk in 
an environment that has many 
unknowns and dangers for this 
mission says volumes about your 
character.  There will always be 
those who will talk the loudest, but 
few of them will ever step up to 
the plate. For you see, it’s easier to 
talk about doing something bigger 
than yourself and doing it for all the 

right reasons, than it is to actually 
do it.  All I can say is THANK YOU 
for your loyalty, duty, respect, 
honor, selfl ess service, integrity and 
personal courage – you’re the best.

What we do in Afghanistan is 
defi nitely not business as usual and 
is very much different from life at 
home.  While we all appreciate these 
differences, each of you continues to 
rise above them and fi nd new and 
innovative ways to accomplish the 
mission in this unique environment.  
The members of AED (military, 
civilian & contractor) serving 
in Afghanistan are very special 
individuals.  Let me qualify this 
statement by explaining that 
everyone in AED is an extremely 
valuable member of our team, 
regardless of your background. 

I understand that the decision 
and the sacrifi ces are not always 
ours to make or ours to endure by 

ourselves. So with 
that said, let me 
say thank you to 
all the spouses and 
family members 
for their personal 
commitment, 
sacrifi ces, and 
service to our 
country. In my 
book, our spouses 
and families are 
the unsung heroes.  
You are the ones dealing with and 
tackling the day-to-day family 
business that is not necessarily easy 
to do by oneself. Oh yes, I can’t forget 
the wondering and worrying piece 
either which I am sure is enormous.

Once again, thank you for making 
a positive difference every day as we 
continue dedicated to our mission, 
and your commitment to the people 
of Afghanistan.

Command Sgt. 
Maj. Harry D. 

Farris

From the Command Sergeant Major ...
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                September 2002     Afghanistan Area Offi ce (AAO) stands up

                    December 2002     First Afghan National Army contracts awarded

                      February 2003     TAC House established as AAO Headquarters

                                July 2003     AAO – USAID PASA signed

                                  July 2003     Survey for Afghanistan – Tajikistan Bridge

                         November 2003     First brigade facilities at Pol-e-Charkhi completed

                           December 2003     Kabul to Kandahar road completed

                                  March 2004     AAO becomes the Afghanistan Engineer District (Provisional)

                                        July 2004     Rescue operations at Jamhuriat Hospital, Kabul

                                 February 2005     Qalaa House AED compound completed

                                         April 2005     AED expands Afghanistan National Police construction

                                       August 2005     AED hosts fi rst Contractor Open House

                                        October 2005     AED assists with Pakistan earthquake relief

                                          October 2005     ANA brigade facilities at Gardez completed

                                                June 2006     ANA National Hospital in Kabul completed

                                             August 2007     Afghanistan –Tajikistan Bridge dedicated

                                         September 2007     First micro-hydro installations in Kunar,
                                                                           Nuristan, and Panshir Provinces completed

                                                      July 2008     AED receives Meritorious Unit Commendation

                                                   August 2008     AED hosts CJTF 101 Power and Water Conference

                                              September 2008     AED becomes a joint service organization

                                                September 2008     The Water Infrastructure Branch established

                                                   December 2008     Kandahar Program Offi ce established

                                                          March 2009     Five year anniversary of AED
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Photo montage by 
Brenda L. Beasley
Photo montage by 
Brenda L. Beasley

AED begins 
5-year anniversary 
celebration with 
5k Run/Walk
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Story by Bruce J. Huffman, photos by Brenda L. Beasley

Kabul, Afghanistan-- Members of the 
Afghanistan Engineer District and 
guests gathered April 6 at Qalaa 

House, the Corps of Engineers Headquarters 
in Kabul, for a formal ceremony celebrating the 
5th anniversary of the Afghanistan Engineer 
District which was established March 1, 2004.   
The guest of honor was retired Army Col. John 
B. O’Dowd, who was the AED Commander fi ve 
years earlier.

“An organization like ours has to take a few 
minutes to look back as we also look forward,” 
said Col. Tom O’Donovan, AED Commander.  
“Two thousand nine is going to be the largest 
dollar year, the largest project year, and 
perhaps the most challenging year the District 
has ever seen.”  According to O’Donovan, the 
District will do $4 billion worth of construction 

this year alone.  “In order to do that right, we 
have to take a little time and look back.  We 
are going to spend some time this evening 
thinking about the things that came before 
us.  To have the perspective of what needs to 
be done in the future, you have to spend some 
time looking back at how we got where we are,” 
he said. 

According to O’Donovan, the District’s 
history really begins with the attacks in New 
York City and Washington back on Sept. 
11, 2001.  After the initial combat actions in 
Afghanistan, the Corps of Engineers sent a 
Forward Engineer Support Team to begin 
planning for future operations, and then 
later established an Area Offi ce in Kabul 
in September 2002.   As the mission in 
Afghanistan continued to evolve, it became 

Displaying the Castle Letter from U.S. Army Chief of Engineers Lt. Gen. Robert L. Van Antwerp from left to 
right is, Kris Mullins, AED Deputy of Programs and Project Management; Col. Thomas E. O’Donovan, AED 
Commander; and retired Army Col., and former AED Commander, John B. O’Dowd.

AED celebrates AED celebrates 5th anniversary5th anniversary
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apparent that the work was too great for just 
an Area Offi ce, and the Afghanistan Engineer 
District was established in 2004.  

This was O’Dowd’s fi rst time back in 
Afghanistan since he left command in 2005, 

and the crowd listened intently as he told 
his story.  Coincidently, O’Dowd is from New 
Jersey and was the commander of the Corps 
of Engineers New York District on Sept. 11, 
2001.  His offi ce was located just four blocks 
from ground zero in the federal building.   On 
the day of the Sept. 11 attacks, O’Dowd was 
actually scheduled to attend a meeting in the 
South Tower with the Port Authority, but for 
some unexplained reason it was cancelled.  
You could hear a pin drop as he told the 
crowd how they saw a plane fl y by his offi ce 
window on the 23rd fl oor, and how the entire 
building shook upon impact.  He explained in 
great detail how Corps personnel set up an 
emergency operations center and provided 
communications assistance to the New York 
Police Department and the Firefi ghters that 
day.   According to O’Dowd, more than 800 
Corps personnel deployed to the city afterward 
to provide engineering and recovery support.

O’Dowd and his New York District personnel 

Sherry Gilbert, an AED administrative specialist, 
dips the Corps of Engineers fl ag as the Afghan and 
American National Anthems are played during the 
ceremony.

A crowd of more than 200 AED personnel and guests clap as retired Army Col., and former AED Commander 
John B. O’Dowd was introduced as the 5-year anniversary special guest speaker.
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spent the next year sifting through rubble and 
debris that was barged over to the Fresh Kills 
landfi ll recovery site on Staten Island.  “There 
were more than 2,700 victims, and there are 
still 1,100 or more that still have not been 
identifi ed. There were also 9,700 body parts 
that we recovered from the rubble at Fresh 
Kills landfi ll that they have never been able to 
make identifi cation on,” said O’Dowd.   After 
his three years were up in New York, O’Dowd 
took command of the Afghanistan Engineer 
District, a fi tting assignment for someone with 
such strong ties to the Sept. 11 attacks.  

When O’Dowd got to Afghanistan he joined 
a team that was developing a strategic plan 
for the country.  The group was led by Gen. 
David W. Barno, Commander of the Combined 
Forces Command - Afghanistan.  “Gen. Barno 
is one of the smartest guys I’ve ever met, 
and he came up with a very simple plan that 
everybody could understand.  He said that in 
order for us to win this, the center of gravity 

was going to have to be the Afghan people.  He 
knew that in order for us to be successful here, 

Chief of AED Resource Management, Rusty Lundy, hands over a stash of MWR pogs, coin-like paper currency 
used at all PX stores throughout Afghanistan, to be placed into the AED time capsule during the ceremony. 

AED Deputy Commander Lt. Col. Bryan Pratt submits 
a wooden medal from the 5-year Anniversary 5K Run 
for internment into the time capsule.  Gifts of wood are 
customary for 5-year anniversaries.
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that we weren’t going to be able to do it alone.  
You hear people say all the time that there 
is no military solution in Afghanistan, and I 
believe that is correct,” said O’Dowd.  “I would 
say there is probably not a solely political or 
economical solution either.  It’s going to take 
everything.   Since we don’t control everything, 
we will have to work for unity of purpose, and 
it will be interagency and international in 
scope.” 

Here are the fi ve pillars of the plan, 
according to O’Dowd. First and foremost you 
have to defeat terrorism and deny sanctuary to 
those that would do harm to the United States.  

Secondly, you have to enable the Afghan 
security forces such as the Afghan National 
Army and Police.  Third, you need to sustain 
area ownership in the provinces, and from 
a military standpoint you need to establish 
someone in each province who would not only 
be responsible for the military operations 
in that area, but everything else that takes 
place there too.  Fourth, you have to facilitate 
reconstruction and foster good governance in 
order to keep the support of the Afghan people.  
And lastly, it has to be a regional solution and 
you have to engage Afghanistan’s neighbors.

O’Dowd and the Afghanistan Engineer 
District immediately started building 
facilities to support the Coalition Forces, 
and the fi rst phase of projects for the Afghan 
National Security Forces was also started 
in Kabul.  “By the time I left, we had about 
155 people working out of eight offi ces 
throughout Afghanistan,” said O’Dowd.  “We 
also had offi ces in Uzbekistan and in Manas, 
Kyrgyzstan.  We were nowhere near to being a 
full District, but we were on that road.  Since 
I’ve come back, people have asked me what’s 
different.  For one thing, you are now a true 
full-up Engineer District, and operate pretty 
much the same as a District would back home.” 
According to O’Dowd, back in 2004 no one 
knew if that was ever going to happen, or if 
AED would even be here fi ve years.  Now the 
District has more than 400 personnel and is 
still growing.   “It’s amazing how your facilities 
and the number of people here has grown,” said 
O’Dowd.  “The Afghanistan Engineer District 
covers Afghanistan like no other U.S. entity, 
and that’s pretty impressive.”  

According to O’Dowd, the progress around 
the city since 2005 is signifi cant.  “When I went 
out to the Afghan National Military Academy, 
it was amazing to me to see the transformation 
that has gone on there,” said O’Dowd.  
“And now you guys are even a joint service 
operation. Those are some of the differences 
I have seen.  When I look at where you guys 
are now, and I think about the strategic plan 
we developed four years ago, I know that 
there will be a lot of missions that will come 
up for you all.  I don’t know what they will 
be, but I know the program will continue to 

Sandy Higgins, AED engineering technician, stands 
beside the 5-year Anniversary photo display she 
created for the event.

Col. O’Donovan presented special guest speaker 
retired Army Col. O’Dowd with a nicely framed set 
of American and Afghan fl ags, certifi cate, and a 
commemorative set of AED 5-year anniversary coins. 
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grow.  I know that you guys will be successful 
and there are a few reasons why.”  According 
to O’Dowd, one is because of the technical 
expertise and the professionalism that the 
Corps of Engineers brings.  “I spent almost 29 
years with the Corps of Engineers and I’m still 
proud to tell folks that I was with the Corps, 
because it’s an organization unlike any other,” 
he said.  “It’s technically probably the best 
engineering and construction organization 
that you will fi nd in the world.  We leverage 
the power of private industry unlike any 
other public sector organization.  When you 
combine our technical expertise, our ability 
to leverage private industry and our set of 
proven processes you create a combination that 
will guarantee our future success.  You have 
people here from all 42 Corps Districts, and 
although you might not do things exactly how 
you do them at home, you still have the basic 
processes in place.”

According to O’Dowd, another reason for 

the District’s success is its alliances with the 
Afghan people, both with those who work 
directly for the District, and also with Afghan 
construction companies and private industry.   
“In the early days we couldn’t fi nd very many 
Afghan construction companies to do the work.  
I remember awarding contracts to companies 
we had never heard of like Technologists, Inc. 
and FCEC, but you tell me now that they are in 
your hundred 
million dollar 
club,” said 
O’Dowd.   “All 
the workers I 
saw yesterday 
were Afghan.  
This was not 
the way it was 
fi ve years ago, 
and I know 
that this will 
also contribute 

During the anniversary celebration ceremony, Col. O’Donovan presented commemorative plaques to all the 
Afghan local national’s who have served with the District since it was established in 2004.  Mr. Omar Nawid is the 
Qalaa House Facility Engineer. 

After the ceremony, retired Army 
Col. O’Dowd showed off his 
karaoke skills, treating everyone to 
a mean rendition of Frank Sinatra’s 
“New York, New York.”  
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to making us successful.” 
“The last and most important thing that 

will guarantee the success of this District 
is the Civilian and military members of the 
Corps of Engineers,” said O’Dowd.  “There 
are not many government organizations that 
could do what the Corps of Engineers has 
done, and what you all have done.  We’ve 
maintained three Engineer Districts in Iraq, 
and the District here in Afghanistan for six 
or seven years now, and we’ve done it all 
with volunteers.  It amazes me, because I 
remember being here and thinking about how 
we would grow from 50 to 150 volunteers, 
and now you’re at 400.  So to those of you 
that are here, I say thanks to you for your 
service.  Being retired now, and on the other 
side, it never ceases to amaze me what you 
all do and how there’s so many of you that are 
willing to come over here and do our nation’s 
work.  So again, thank you for inviting me 
and for the hospitality you’ve shown over the 
last few days.”  O’Dowd received a standing 
ovation when he was done speaking.  

Reinforcing the importance of the 
relationship between the Afghans and AED, 
Col. O’Donovan honored those Afghans 
who have worked for the District since the 
beginning with special plaques. Then Kris 
Mullins, the Deputy for Programs and Project 
Management, read the Castle Letter from the 
Chief of Engineers, Lt. Gen. Robert L. Van 
Antwerp. 

Various items such as magazines, 
newspapers, special coins and uniform items, 
etc. were then placed into a time capsule, 
with plans to re-open it on the District’s 10th 
anniversary.  The crowd laughed and joked as 
the list of more than 50 items was read aloud, 
and the items were placed into the air-tight 
metal capsule before it was interned.  

After the ceremony, the color guard 
retired the colors, and a special AED video 
documentary and history-in-pictures slideshow 
played while the crowd enjoyed a sit-down 
dinner.  Everyone watched as a special fi ve-
tiered anniversary cake was ceremoniously 
cut to conclude the day’s celebration – a day of 
events that were history in themselves.

Col. O’Donovan presents Maj. Leigh Ford, Kabul 
Area Offi ce, Offi cer-in-Charge, with a commemorative 
wooden medal for winning the AED 5-year Anniversary 
5K Run.  

AED Dining Facility Manager, Tracy Hunter puts the 
fi nishing touches on a spectacular fi ve-tiered anniversary 
celebration cake.
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Ongoing construction 
projects in 
Kandahar are 

helping to improve the 
quality of life for the Afghan 
Soldier and the local Afghan 
worker.   It’s here at the 
Afghanistan Engineer 
District’s Kandahar 
Provincial Resident Offi ce 
that a fi ve-person team is 
overseeing 12 construction 
projects that focus on making 
a difference.

Seven of these projects 
are located throughout 
Kandahar and fi ve of them 
are located within the 
ANA base at Camp Hero.  

According to Timothy R. 
Taylor, resident engineer 
for the KPRO, the 205th 
ANA Brigade at Camp 
Hero has been assigned the 
most missions and is one 
of the fastest growing ANA 
brigades in the country.

Camp Hero projects 
include an insulation 
upgrade to the outside of 
the ANA barracks that 
will help to regulate the 
inside temperatures so 
the Afghan Soldiers will 
be more comfortable in a 
climate that experiences 
extreme temperatures.  A 
hospital addition, which will 

Standing in the future parking lot 
for the hospital addition, KPRO 
Resident Engineer Timothy R. 
Taylor (left) and the contracted civil 
engineer supervisor discuss the 
project’s progress.

Afghan workers install the form work for the storm water trench for the parking lot at the hospital addition, which 
will eventually tie into the base storm water system.

KPRO work improves quality of life
By Brenda L. Beasley
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be about three times bigger 
than the current facility, 
will help provide an increase 
in available medical care.  
“Once the ANA hospital 
addition is complete, it’ll 
be the nicest hospital in 
southern Afghanistan,” 
said Patrick J. Anderson, a 
construction representative 
for AED’s Operations and 
Maintenance.

Afghan Soldiers are not 
the only ones who use the 
medical facility.  It’s also 
used as a trauma unit for the 
local Afghans.  “We’ve had a 
few mass-causality incidents 
and they’ve had to bring the 
victims here,” said Anderson, 
who’s been involved with 
the projects in Kandahar 
for about 28 months.  The 
causality victims would have 
died without the prompt 
medical attention they 
received at the ANA hospital.

The expansion of the 
205th ANA Brigade is 
causing them to quickly 
reach their prime power 
capacity at Camp Hero.  
“They’re building it and 

Left:  AED’s Operations and Maintenance 
Construction Representative Patrick 
J. Anderson (left) visits the Afghan 
National Army Dining Facility at Camp 
Hero with the site manager.

Below:  An Afghan worker paints 
primer underneath the cable tray on the 
concrete wall in the hallway.  This 50-bed 
hospital addition will double the size of 
the current hospital that was completed 
in the fall of 2007. 
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we don’t have the power 
distribution to power it,” 
said Anderson, an engineer 
technician out of the Corps 
New Orleans District.  To 
address this problem, the 
KPRO is negotiating with 
the Combined Security 
Transition Command-
Afghanistan, their 
Operations and Maintenance 
partner, for two more 
generators for the power 
plant and two more feeders 
for the power lines.

With the ANA expanding, 
the staff at the KPRO 
will also be increasing to 
help meet the increased 
construction workload.  
One of the projects under 
construction is a new two-
story KPRO facility that will 

Afghan workers make wire ties for the rebar (reinforcing steel) that will be 
used to help form the foundation of the new Kandahar Provincial Resident 
Offi ce facility.

To moderate the temperatures inside the ANA barracks, wall 
insulation for the heating and cooling upgrades is being installed at 
Camp Hero.
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provide offi ces on the second 
fl oor and billeting for 10 
people on the fi rst fl oor, said 
Taylor.

In this fast-paced, highly-
charged environment at 
Kandahar, the KPRO is 
not the only one who faces 
challenges in getting projects 
completed; their contractors 
also face many challenges.   
They run into problems 
getting materials to the 
job site and fi nding skilled 
laborers to do the work.  
They’re using construction 
techniques that have been 
passed down for years, said 
Taylor.  Mentoring them 
in modern construction 
techniques will help them to 
increase their productivity 
and help to improve their 
quality of life.

“Construction here is 
diffi cult and challenging at 
times,” said Taylor, also a 
project engineer from the 
Corps’ Baltimore District.  
“But nothing is more 
rewarding than knowing 
we’re helping the Afghan 
people develop alternate 
methods of construction 
that will be passed on for 
generations.”

By mentoring the local 
Afghan workers on newer 
updated construction 
methods, and renovating 
and building facilities for 
the Afghan Soldiers at Camp 
Hero, AED’s Kandahar 
Provincial Resident Offi ce is 
helping to make a difference 
in the quality of life for the 
Afghan people.

Left:  An Afghan worker 
bends rebar for the 
KPRO foundation.  The 
rebar comes in 40-
foot length straight 
pieces and has to be 
cut to size and bent so 
that it can be used to 
provide strength to the 
concrete.

Below:  Afghan workers 
put form work around 
the rebar for the KPRO 
foundation to create a 
form for the concrete 
that will be placed.  The 
facility is scheduled to 
be completed by the 
end of April.
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Changes for 2008 Tax Year
Check in front of the booklet 

you receive from the IRS 
or go to www.irs.gov, click 
on Individual, then click on 
Highlights of Recent Tax 
Changes.

Free tax return preparation for 
Military

Go to www.irs.gov and click 
on the Military tab.

Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)
Contributions are increased 

for 2009 - $16,500 maximum 
contribution and $5,500 catch-
up for TSP participants ages 
50 and older.

Military Pay Exclusions
Members of the U.S. 

Armed Forces serving in a 
combat zone as an enlisted 
person or as a warrant offi cer 
(including commissioned 
warrant offi cers) for any 
part of a month, all your 
military pay received for 
military service that month is 
excluded from gross income. 
For commissioned offi cers, the 
monthly exclusion is capped at 
the highest enlisted pay, plus 
any hostile fi re or imminent 
danger pay received.

Individuals Serving in a 
Combat Zone

You are allowed extra 
time to take care of your tax 
matters if you are a member of 
the Armed Forces who served 
in a combat zone, or if you 
served in the combat zone in 
support of the Armed Forces.  

The deadline for fi ling your 
tax return, paying any tax you 
may owe, and fi ling a claim 
for refund is automatically 
extended if you serve in a 
combat zone. This applies to 
members of the Armed Forces, 
as well as merchant marines 
serving aboard vessels under 
the operational control of the 
Department of Defense, Red 
Cross personnel, accredited 
correspondents, and civilians 
under the direction of the 
Armed Forces in support of the 
Armed Forces. 

Married taxpayers
If you fi le a joint return, 

only one spouse has to qualify 
for automatic extension. If you 
and your spouse fi le separate 
returns, this automatic 
extension applies only to the 
spouse who qualifi es. 

Automatic six-month 
extension

You can get an automatic 
six-month extension to fi le 
your tax return if, no later 
than the date your return 
is due, you fi le Form 4868, 

Application for Automatic 
Extension of Time to File U.S. 
Individual Income Tax Return. 

Extension period
The deadline for fi ling your 

return, paying any tax due, 
and fi ling a claim for refund 
is extended for at least 180 
days after the later of the 
last day you are in a combat 
zone or the last day the area 
qualifi es as a combat zone, or 
the last day of any continuous 
qualifi ed hospitalization for 
injury from service in the 
combat zone.

In addition to the 180 days, 
your deadline is also extended 
by the number of days you 
had left to take action with 
the IRS when you entered the 
combat zone. For example, you 
have three and a half months 
(Jan. 1 – April 15) to fi le your 
tax return. Any days left in 
this period when you entered 
the combat zone (or the entire 
three and a half months if you 
entered it before the beginning 
of the year) are added to the 
180 days. See Extension of 
Deadlines in Publication 3 for 
more information.

The above rules on the 
extension for fi ling your 
return also apply when you 
are deployed outside the 
United States (away from your 
permanent duty station) while 
participating in a designated 
contingency operation. 

Extensions beyond two 
months

If you cannot fi le your 

Tax tips for tax year 2008 By Rusty Lundy
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Safety Bits
Oh No!  UXO!

Scenario:  You are out viewing a contract job site in the 
area.  One of the local workers brings your attention to 
a “Big Bomb” that was just dug up near the main road.  
You take a glance over and “Oh no, a great big bomb.”

It may be a bomb, but the proper terminology is a 
UXO or Unexploded Ordnance!  In Afghanistan, 

there are literally millions of UXO and Mines.  These 
items have been left over from the past wars and from 
the heavy bombing campaign by the US.

What do you do?  Run … well yes … you do need 
to evacuate the area, but before you do, take a second 
and get as much info as you can before you high tail it 
out of there!  Did you get a glance at the color?  The 
shape?  The size?  Getting this information in that split 
second will aid the removal efforts.  Naturally, work 
cannot continue until this issue is resolved.  In order for 
this problem to go away someone needs to be notifi ed, 
a SIR needs to be initiated and the AED Safety offi ce 
needs to be notifi ed IMMEDIATELY.  Most likely the 
safety offi ce will notify a military EOD (Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal) unit in the area or one of the many 

UXO disposal contractors working in country.  The more 
information they can be given before they get there will 
better help them and your project.

There are a few key things you need to remember 
when or if you encounter a UXO in the fi eld.

DANGER:  Never approach a suspected UXO any 
closer than when fi rst noticed.
DANGER:  Never transmit a radio near a UXO.
DANGER:  Never attempt to move or disturb a UXO.
DANGER:  Never attempt to remove any part of a 
UXO.

Learn the 3 R’s

Recognize:  Is that a piece of scrap metal
            or is it UXO.
Retreat:  Do not disturb, touch or move it.
        Do not throw things at it.
Report:  Call the Safety Offi ce
       Immediately!

By Dave Stanton, Safety Manager

return within the automatic 
two-month extension period, 
you may be able to get 
an additional four-month 
extension, for a total of six 
months. File Form 4868 
and check the box on line 
eight.  This additional four-
month extension of time to 
fi le is not a further extension 
of time to pay. You can use 
a credit card to pay your 
estimate of tax due. 

Mailing your return
You may be mailing your 

return to a different address 
this year because the IRS has 
changed the fi ling location 
for several areas.  If you 
received an envelope with your 

tax package, please use it. 
Otherwise check www.irs.gov. 

Alternative fi ling methods
Rather than fi ling a return 

on paper, you may be able 
to fi le electronically using 
IRS e-fi le.  Create your own 
personal identifi cation number 
(PIN) and fi le a completely 
paperless tax return.  For 
more information, see www.
irs.gov. 

Direct deposit of refund
Instead of getting a paper 

check, you may be able to have 
your refund deposited directly 
into your account at a bank or 
other fi nancial institution.  If 
you choose direct deposit of 

your refund, you may be able 
to split the refund among two 
or three accounts.

Alternative payment methods
If you owe additional 

tax, you may be able to pay 
electronically.

Installment agreement
If you cannot pay the full 

amount due with your return, 
you may ask to make monthly 
installment payments. You 
may be able to apply online for 
a payment agreement if you 
owe federal tax, interest and 
penalties.

For more information visit 
www.irs.gov. 
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News briefs
Misdirected government 
travel card payments
From CITI, March 5

We at Citi understand that 
there have been operational 
challenges in the fi rst few months 
of the SmartPay 2 transition, 
including misdirected payments 
from DFAS and statement 
downloads. As a result of these 
challenges, users have been 
prevented from reconciling and 
providing payments in a timely 
fashion. 

Our primary goal is to ensure 
there are no disruptions to the 
missions of DoD. Therefore, no 
account will be suspended for 
delinquencies until it has been 
conclusively determined that 
the delinquency is not the result 
of any of the operational issues 
which are clearly beyond the 
control of DoD. Until the issues 
surrounding the misapplied 
payments, receipt and download 
of statements have been resolved; 
Citi will not suspend or shut 
down any CBAs that have been 
negatively impacted due to these 
issues. 

We will also ensure that 
senior management at DoD is 
fully aware of these issues and 
understands that the delinquency 
rates do not accurately refl ect 
the efforts and commitment of 
the DoD services and agencies to 
ensure bills are paid on time. We 
are committed to supporting your 
critical missions and helping you 
build a successful card program 
as we strive to improve your 
customer experience. Thank you 
for voicing your concerns and 
please accept our apologies for 
any inconvenience.

The following e-mail was 
sent out to potentially affected 
cardholders:

Please Note: The Department 

of Defense sent the following 
notice to impacted Travel Charge 
Members on Tuesday, Feb. 24, 
2009. 

DoD transitioned 
approximately 1.3 million 
Government Travel Charge 
Cards (GTCC) from Bank of 
America to Citibank on Nov. 30, 
2008.  We determined a small 
number of split disbursement 
payments were sent to the wrong 
bank.  In these instances, charges 
made on the Bank of America 
card were paid to Citibank and 
charges made on the Citibank 
card were paid to the Bank of 
America.  As these payments 
were made electronically, 
you may be unaware of the 
misdirected payments. 

Your account has been 
identifi ed as being potentially 
affected and we are requesting 
you review your Bank of America 
and Citibank account balances to 
determine if a split disbursement 
payment was misdirected.

If a split disbursement was 
sent to the wrong bank, you will 
need to request a refund from 
the bank that was erroneously 
paid and pay the correct bank.  
Only a cardholder can request 
a refund.  It is the cardholder’s 
responsibility to settle all 
charges.  Any affected travelers 
should also closely monitor 
account balances with both 
banks based on any revised 
vouchers related to the bank card 
transition period.

Misdirected Citibank 
Payments- If you have a 
settlement payment on your 
Citibank account, but it was for 
Bank of America charges, you 
should request Citibank send you 
a refund.  Please call Citibank 
Customer Service at 1-800-200-
7056 (outside the US, collect 757-

852-9076).
Misdirected Bank of American 

Payments - If you have a credit 
on your Bank of America account, 
but it was for Citibank charges, 
you should request a refund 
from Bank of America Customer 
Service at 1-800-472-1424.

If you have questions or need 
additional assistance, please 
contact your GTCC Agency 
Program Coordinator (Pamela 
Gillum 540-665-3609/Joyce 
Maple 540-665-4014) or the 
Travel Assistance Center at 
1-888-435-7146.

UNHAS New Flight 
Schedule Effective April 7
Khalilullah Kakar, Logistics Officer (Air 
Ops), UNHAS

Due to planned and regular 
maintenance of our aircraft 
(DC-9/SkyJet) which is operating 
between Kabul/Dubai sectors, 
this aircraft will not be available 
in the month of April 2009. 
Alternatively, the company/
operator will replace the aircraft 
for the above period so that our 
weekly Dubai fl ights will not be 
affected. Nonetheless, the new 
aircraft will be based in Dubai 
until DC-9 returns back. This 
will certainly, in general affect 
the timing in our fl ight schedule, 
particularly departure from 
Dubai which will be early in the 
morning. 

Therefore, UNHAS will have 
to change the timing for a “force 
majeure” aforementioned reason 
accordingly.  Effective Tuesday, 
April 7 until the return of the 
DC-9, the new timing of our 
Dubai - Kabul - Dubai fl ights will 
be as following: 

Tuesday, April 7: 
*Departing Dubai at 0500 

hours (reporting time at 0300 
hours) 
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*Arriving to Kabul at 0800 
hours

*Departing Kabul at 0830 
hours (reporting time at 0630 
hours) 

*Arriving Dubai at 1030 hours
Effective Thursday, April 9 

until the end of April 2009 (until 
DC-9 returns back basing in 
Kabul): 

*Departing Dubai at 0500 
hours (reporting time at 0300 
hours) 

*Arriving to Kabul at 0800 
hours

*Departing Kabul at 0900 
hours (reporting time at 0700 
hours) 

*Arriving Dubai at 1100 hours
Our sincere regrets for any 

inconvenience and our thanks 
to all UNHAS users for their 
patience in bearing with us 
during this timeframe.

Summer rates at Traders 
Hotel

From March 25 to May 14, 
the single superior room rate at 
Traders is $188 including taxes 
and breakfast (transfer and meet 
and assist are not included).

Beginning May 15, Traders 
has summer rates of $131 for 
single superior room including 
taxes and breakfast (transfer and 
meet and assist are not included).

R&R travelers can contact 
Leisure Time directly at:  Leisure 
Time, White Crown Building 
Offi ce 407, Sheikh Zayed road, 
P.O. Box 30165, Dubai UAE, 
Phone +971 4 3327226, Fax 
+971 4 3310738, Mobile: +971 50 
6519323 +971 50 4534732. 

Baggage Weight
From Sgt. Steven Wilson
Movement NCOIC

This is a reminder to 
accurately list baggage type when 
submitting movement requests 
to aed.movement@usace.army.
mil.  Once I receive an accurate 

baggage type and quantity, I can 
provide the air carrier a good 
weight estimate.  For example, 
3 Duffel Bags, 1 Carryon, 1 foot 
locker, or 2 suite cases.  I must 
accurately factor in baggage 
type and weight when setting up 
passenger manifest (especially for 
rotary).  Lately, Force Protection 
is bringing back baggage because 
of incorrect baggage weight.  
Force Protection is beginning to 
see 5 duffel bags and 4 to 5 foot 
lockers at the staging area.  This 
is a no-go.  A good average is 3 
duffel bags and 1 to 2 carryons.  
If you plan to have more than 3 
duffel bags please call me so that 

I can make special arrangements.  
Furthermore, personal items 
should be shipped through the 
U.S. Postal Service.

Lastly, please do not stop 
a passenger and give him/her 
supplies or baggage to take down 
range for someone.  The baggage 
weight for this passenger will be 
incorrect and Force Protection 
will have to bring the baggage 
back to Qalaa House. If you 
have items or supplies for an 
individual or a down range 
section, please run your request 
through movement. Contact me 
at Steven.L.Wilson@usace.army.
mil if you have any questions.

Afghanistan Engineer District Commander Col. Thomas E. 
O’Donovan (left) passes the Corps of Engineers fl ag to Command Sgt. 
Maj. Harry D. Farris (right) at a Change of Responsibility Ceremony 
held in Kabul March 9, at which time Farris became the fourth AED 
senior enlisted leader.

Farris is a veteran of over 25 year’s service in the U.S. Army.  In 
February 2009, Farris was recalled from military retirement to serve as 
the Command Sergeant Major of the Afghanistan Engineer District.

Farris becomes 4th AED CSM
by Brenda L. Beasley
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