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Maj. Gen. John
Macdonald passes
the unit colors to

Col. Kevin Wilson
symbolizing his trust
in Wilson’s ability,
the official transfer of
responsibility, and the activation of the
new Corps of Engineers District.
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On the move

The Public Affairs Office is ex-
panding AED’s Internal Communica-
tions Program with “Postcards from
Afghanistan.”

The postcards will appear on
AED’s Internet Site in PDF format
and a copy will be sent to your home
District Public Affairs Office.

The postcards consist of a 3 to 4
paragraph write up along with 2 to 3
photos with a photo caption describ-
ing what is happening in each photo.
The write-up is similar to a personal note from you to your family and friends,
that focuses on a specific project or event, or that provides an overview of your
total experience here in Afghanistan.

The Public Affairs Office will provide help needed to write these.

If you would like to be featured on one of these postcards, please contact the
Public Affairs Office at 540-662-6578 or come visit us in the Azadi House, 1st
floor, room 3, or e-mail joseph.marek@usace.army.mil.

Thanks in advance for helping AED’s Internal Communications Program.

Douglas P. Pine Tl ke o therkall my fiends

Operations & Mainfenance and com r
ject ., Kabul

Afghanistan Engineer District
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From the AED - South Commander ...

We unfurled our colors, and officially activated the
Afghanistan Engineer District-South on 3 August.
This activation is a major milestone and an essential
element that will help provide enhanced support

and sustainment for Coalition and Afghan forces
conducting combat operations in Regional Commands
South and West.

Our mission is at times daunting. We must provide
the MILCON facilities to support the build-up of

US forces in the region; and we must execute the
expansion of the Afghanistan National Security Forces
in some very challenging locations. We are working
together with our Coalition and inter-agency partners
to build this country from the ground up. Supporting
combat operations is a key part of that, but we also
need to build the Afghan economy too. That means
you’ve got to generate the power, and build roads

so they can get their agricultural products to market,
process them, and forward them on to the global
economy. That’s one way the Corps and AED-S

is going to help connect Afghanistan, and in my

(Acting CSM) Master
Sgt. Rocky McKenzie

The official activation of the
Afghanistan Engineer District -
South went smoothly , but this is
only the first hurdle in a long race to

be run here in Kandahar. It will take
teamwork, discipline, and leadership
at all levels, to overcome the many
challenges ahead for AED - South.

Our mission and workload is tremendous, and our
Coalition partners and the Government of Afghanistan
are counting on us to deliver quality construction

each and every time. It’s up to all of us to do our part
to make this new district and the Coalition a success
here in the South. Especially our Noncommissioned
Officers.

Solid, dependable leadership is crucial to the success
of any organization, and AED - South is no exception.
I’ve compiled a list of Military Leadership Principles
that epitomize an Army NCO, and are vital to a unit’s
success. | encourage you to implement these military
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opinion that’s an essential element
to winning this war. AED-S will
also be instrumental in providing
infrastructure and facilities to enable
the Afghan Government to establish ; =
Col. Kevin

rule of law and maintain lasting Wilson

governance throughout the region.

I’d especially like to thank the 104 hand-picked Corps
personnel currently assigned to AED-S. You are the
plank-holders of this district, and your efforts are
laying the ground work for the great things to come.
Our expectations are high as we strive to be a lean and
capable organization with the agility and technical
competence to execute whatever program or projects
come our way. Eventually our end strength will be
around 300 personnel, but this will take time and
teamwork to accomplish.

This is an exciting time, and I am honored to serve
with each of you as we take on the challenges ahead.
ESSAYONS!

From the AED - South Command Sergeant Major ...

leadership principles in to your daily routine. They
are the benchmark of military discipline.
ESSAYONS!

1.Know yourself and seek self improvement

2.Be technically and tactically proficient

3.Know your Soldiers and Civilians and look out for
their welfare.

4.Keep your Soldiers and Civilians informed.
5.Always set the example.

6.Ensure the task is understood, supervised and
accomplished.

7.Train you Soldiers and Civilians as a team.
8.Make sound and timely decisions

9.Develop a sense of responsibility among your
subordinates.

10.Employ your command in accordance with its
capabilities.

11.Seek responsibility and take responsibility for your
actions.

N e
-~
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colors for the first time during the activation ceremony.

Master Sgt. Rocky McKenzie and Maj. Gen. John Macdonald uncase the Afgh
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anistan Engineer District — South unit

A second Corps District activates in Afghanistan

By Bruce J. Huffman

Kandahar, Afghanistan--Colonel Kevin J. Wilson
became the first commander of the newly established
Afghanistan Engineer District — South, during an
activation ceremony held Aug. 3 at Kandahar Airfield.
During the ceremony, Maj. Gen. John Macdonald,
Deputy Commanding General, U.S. Forces
Afghanistan, unfurled the colors for the first time and
passed them to Col. Wilson, symbolizing the official
transfer of authority and activation of the second
Corps District in Afghanistan.

The activation ceremony is a military tradition that

is rich in symbolism and heritage, dating back to
medieval times. Soldiers often carried staffs or
standards into battle that identified them as a unit.
Throughout military history, unit colors have marked
the position of the commander in the battlefield, and
served as a rallying point. While attacking or rallying
on the battlefield, Soldiers would follow the standard
or guidon of their leader, most often found at the
forward edge of the battlefield.

In more recent times, the colors represent not only

the heritage and history of the unit, but also the
unity and loyalty of its Soldiers. The colors are the
commander’s symbol of authority, representing his

T il T

Maj. Gen. John Macdonald passes the unit colors to Col.
Kevin Wilson symbolizing his trust in Wilson’s ability, the
official transfer of responsibility, and the activation of the
new Corps of Engineers District.

responsibilities to the organization. Wherever the

commander is, there also are the colors. The passing

The Freedom Builder



of the unit colors from the senior commander to the
incoming commander signifies the passing of his
trust and represents the assumption of authority and
responsibility for the unit.

Col. Wilson then passed the unit colors to Master
Sgt. Rocky McKenzie, the AED — South Acting
Command Sergeant Major. The passing of the colors
from the incoming commander to the CSM signifies
his confidence in the noncommissioned officer corps
and is the CSM’s first act of allegiance to his new
commander — thus completing the activation and

Col. Kevm Wilson passes the unit colors to Master Sgt.
Rocky McKenzie, AED-S Acting Command Sergeant Major
signifying his confidence in the noncommissioned officer
corps. This is the Command Sergeant Major’s first act of
allegiance to the new unit commander.

assumption of command.

“There isn’t much better than doing a combat
unfurling,” Said Maj. Gen. Macdonald. “To uncase
a set of colors in the middle of a combat zone speaks
volumes about how necessary this command is. So
this is an exciting moment.”

Col. Wilson comes to AED — South from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Alaska District where he
was the commander since July 2006. His experience
in planning, engineering, construction, contracting,
real estate, emergency operations, and regulatory
services for military, federal, and local control entities
throughout Alaska make him ideal to command the
newly formed district.

The Corps of Engineers mission in Afghanistan is

to conduct project management, construction and
engineering in the Central Asian Republics, primarily
Afghanistan, to help establish a secure and stable
environment while promoting construction and
infrastructure development. They have supported
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Coalition Forces participating in Operation Enduring
Freedom since 2002, and the first Corps District in
Afghanistan, AED — North, was established in Kabul
in March 2004. From 2002 through 2008, the Corps
has done more than $4.5 billion in construction in
Afghanistan, mostly building facilities for the Afghan
National Security Forces and Coalition Forces. In
2009 alone, AED will do more than $2.6 billion in
construction in Afghanistan with even more work
planned in the next few years as they provide facilities
for the build-up of incoming U.S. and Coalition
Forces. This increased workload was the driving force
behind the creation of the new Corps District. AED

— South will handle construction activity in Regional
Commands South and West, and AED — North will
handle construction in Regional Commands North and
East.

“The Afghanistan Engineer District — South is
operational,” said Col. Wilson. “Our colors are
unfurled, and we are going to be a lean and capable
organization with the agility and technical competence
to execute whatever program comes our way.”
According to Wilson, supporting combat operations is
a key part of the Corps mission, but you also have to
do projects that support the Afghan economy. “You’ve
got to generate the power, you’ve got to put in the

Col. Kevin Wilson gives an interview to a reporter after
the ceremony standing in front of a Corps of Engineers
flag. The flag in the photo has been signed by members
of the Afghanistan Engineer District.

roads so they can get their agriculture products to
market, process them, and forward them on the global
economy,” said Col. Wilson. “That’s how you connect
Afghanistan, and that’s what the next step is and how
we’ll win this war.” &3
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Major Jason Williams, Kabul Area Office OIC, was promoted to Lt. Col. by
Col. Kevin Beerman, his former Battalion Commander at the 65th Eng. BN.
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From left to right: Bagram Area Office Project Engineer Andrew Bianchi, AED - N
Commander Col. Michael McCormick, and Bagram Joint Logistics Command
Commander, Col. Clay B. Hatcher, cut the ribbon at the newly completed Tanker
Truck Offload Facility at Bagram Airfield on 9 August.
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Afghan De-Mining workers employed by Ronco Consulting Corp., stop work when unprotected personnel come within

a 50 meter perimeter to the their de-mining activities.

he Army Corps of Engineers working for
TCSTC-A (Combined Security Transition Com-
mand — Afghanistan), and with the help of Ronco Con-
sulting Corporation, is undertaking the largest de-min-
ing project in Afghanistan Located in the capitol city
of Kabul. The future Afghanistan Defense University
(ADU) and the Ahmad Shah Massoud monument will
be located on this four million square meter site full of
cold war and Taliban history.
This specific area has seen over thirty years of fighting
and is more or less a shrine to Ahmad Shah Massoud.
Massoud, also known as the “Lion of Panjsher”, was
a brilliant strategist, known for his resistance against
one of the largest armies in the world, the former So-
viet Union. The Soviets first seized this land in 1979,

which at that time belonged to his family, and trans-
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formed it as a military compound and school.

Over their 10-year occupation of Afghanistan, Mas-

Ahmad Shah Masood - Also know as the “Lion of Panjsher”
was considered one of the greatest guerilla fighter.

soud fought against Soviet control with any non-
terrorist means possible. Repeatedly, the Soviets tried

in vain to capture or kill Massoud and to curtail his
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resistance to their governmental control. They tried
but failed. He always managed to elude their capture
and escape with his life. The Russians consistent fail-
ure to gain Massoud dominance ultimately caused the
downfall of the Soviet Union in 1989. It is attributed
that Massoud guerilla actions led to their final demise.

Massood’s experience and with the devoted support of

—

Afghan Soldiers guard the location Ahmad Shah Masood
slept and planned his military strategies.

his followers enabled him to become the champion of
the Cold War.

The Soviets finally withdrew their forces from Af-
ghanistan in 1989, leaving a communist government in
place. In 1992, Massoud reclaimed the city of Kabul
and overthrew its communist controlled government.
He was also able to reclaim his families land, but

for only a very short time. 1996’s massive offensive
against the government and the capitol city of Kabul,
the Taliban seized control of the capitol city, but again
Massoud manages to escape with his life.

On a mission in April of 2001, Massoud goes to
Europe to hold a press conference and try to inform
western leaders about the growing power of Al Qaeda
in Afghanistan as well as Pakistan’s secret assistance
to the Taliban and Al Qaeda. Massoud appealed to

all nations, “Do not leave the Afghan people alone in

their resistance”. Massoud, was quoted in saying “if

Afghanistan would lose the fight against terrorism the
whole world would lose”.

On September 9, 2001, two foreign suicide assas-
sins, who had camouflaged themselves as journalists,
murdered Ahmad Shah Massood two days before the
attack on the twin towers in New York. It turned out
that Massoud had clearly been right. The Afghan
Interim Government under president Karzai posthu-
mously awarded him the title of “Hero of the Afghan
Nation.”

The rich history of this piece of land, and the intricate
roll Massoud had in it, is the determining factor why
the current Afghan government picked this area to be
the future location for the Afghanistan Defense Uni-
versity (ADU) and monument to Ahmad Shah Mas-
soud. There’s one major obstacle the Army Corps of

Engineers is confronting before building on this land,

it is highly contaminated with UXO’s (un-exploded

'S J m'-" w’ a4
The above picture is an example of some of the ordinance
debis scattered by a bombing raid on the Taliban.

ordinance) and land mines.

Ever since the terrorist attack on 9/11 launched the war
on terror and hurled the world into the fight, one of the
many targeted locations by coalition forces was that of
Massouds family land, a then occupied Taliban head-
quarters. It not only housed the Taliban regime, lead-
ers, and commanders, but it also stored huge amounts

of ordinance. The area would receive heavy bombings
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by coalition forces to not only to destroy the Taliban
but the large amounts of stored ordinance. Unfortu-
nately, the ordinance scattered throughout the area,
and along with the existing placed landmines, made

it one of the most contaminated areas in Kabul. This
fact did not deter the Afghan Government from pursu-
ing the ADU project on this land. The government
specifically picked this area because of its historical
significance despite the known levels of contamina-

tion, and according to the Army Corps of Engineers,

any building project being taken on would require the

2 u’-% .

Sardar Wali - Supervisor for Ronco Consulting
Corporation, goes over in detail the amount of ordinance
found, area covered and saftey precautions being taken
at the Afghan Defence University de-mining project.

removal of all UXO’s up to one meter in depth or no
construction would take place.

Currently the ADU site is in the process of being de-
mined. According to David Stanton, Safety manager

for the Army Corps of Engineers “It will be a major

Afghan Army training center that’s been called The Ft.

Bragg of Afghanistan and due to the large project size,

contractors will start work in designated cleared areas

in advance of the entire site being cleared”. The Army

Afghan deminer searching for surface and subsurface
UXO/Landmines.

Corps of Engineers working for CSTC-A (Combined
Security Transition Command — Afghanistan) and
utilizing the services of Ronco Consulting Corpora-
tion, has the tedious task of clearing this site. Ronco is
taking every precaution to clean it up safely and com-
pletely. “There’s a total of ninety de-miners making
up nine teams and all but one is Afghan” says Stan-
ton. Chris Yonat, Occupational & Explosive Safety/
De-Mining adds, “Ronco clears the land in grid areas
using the latest in subsurface detection equipment to a
depth of one meter and sometimes even up to four me-
ters, finding approximately 1000 pieces of ordinance
every ten days of work, ranging from large artillery
projectiles, mortars, grenades, small arms, mines and

cluster-munitions”. Ronco carefully logs and insures

Danger does not only rest on the landmines found in Afghanistan, UXO (unexploded ordinance) is another threat to be

very careful of. Above are examples of UXOs found in less than ten days of de-mining at the ADU sight.

August 2009
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quality control standards every step of the way and

so far 800,000 square meters has been cleared of the
four million square meters designated for the ADU
site, “this is a significant accomplishment considering
the depth requirements put upon the contractor” says
Stanton. “The scope of work is considered the larg-
est demining effort undertaken in this country and the
largest AED has accomplished to this point”. Stanton
adds, “It’s compared with the clearance effort at Fort
Ord, California”, a former MRA (Multi Range Area).
The ADU site is definitely one of the largest demining
projects in the country, and since Afghanistan is one of
the most heavily mined countries in the world, killing
from 118 to an average of 63 per month, a 55% de-
crease from levels five years ago people, this is a step

in the right direction to clear out all UXO/landmines.

-

Afghanistan is one of the most heavily land-mined
countries in the world.These are just a few of the
landmines recovers at the Afghanistan Defence University
de-mining project.

32 of out of 34 provinces are contaminated and so far
The Mine Action Program for Afghanistan (MAPA,
set up by the government of Afghanistan) has cleared
almost 1.2 billion square meters of land since 1989
with more than 700 million square meters remaining
to be cleared. That represents approximately 60 per-

cent of all the contaminated land estimated to exist in
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Afghanistan. According to the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Government of Afghanistan, Afghan mine-action
personnel over the past 18 years has enabled Afghani-

stan to make substantial progress toward a proposed

deadline in clearing all emplaced anti-personnel mines

e i LR W L

Photo of 23mm Armor Piercing AP with Tracer, collected
less than ten days of de-mining at one AED demining site
in the capitol city Kabul, Afghanistan.

by 2013. With the help of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers removing UXO/Landmines throughout building
sites in Afghanistan, they are also making an impact
on the amount of land cleared of dangers.

The new training facility on the horizon to help Af-
ghans defend their country and learn new skills along
and with its long history, this will be a university to
proud of for years to come. A training ground for
future soldiers and scholars to learn how to fight,
protect and rebuild their county in order to keep a free
Afghanistan, a place to remember a true hero of the
Afghan people, Ahmad Shah Massoud. The construc-
tion by the Army Corps of Engineers will build a great
Afghan University and will also help reduce the seri-
ous problem Afghanistan is plagued with, landmines

and un-exploded ordinance. &

The Freedom Builder
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ON POINT...

How long have you been here at AED?
What changes have you seen since you’ve been here?

Mike Hatchett,
Internal Review

I've been here eight months

The number of people has

increase tremendously. When |

Michelle Thrift, Executive assistant
| have been here for 13 months

the changes | have seen include how we are performing the mission. At
first | saw us working to posture ourselves and Coalition Forces to rebuild
the country and now we are changing our methods, procedures and tools
to rebuild the country and prepare the Afghanis to run their country and
operate and maintain their infrastructure. Our focus now is on Afghans
first. We are looking to put capacity development at the forefront to ensure
that we transition to the Afghanis running their country. We are doing
this by standardizing accountability with performance standards with our
Contractors and all our PM’s to ensure capacity development is a priority.
We strive for the day that the border crossing will be for commerce rather
than controlling the Taliban ingresssing/egressing.

CPT Stacey L.
Goodman, J1

I've been here 193 days.

Reed Freeman
Chief of Quality Assurance

The population of Qalaa has

I’'ve been here a total of 3 years increase by 100 since I've

got here it was in the 200’s and starting in 2004. been here and the new DFAC

now we’re up in the 400’s.

hasn’t changed except for new

I’ve noticed a lot more windows and paint.

children going to school,
wearing uniforms and carrying
schoolbooks.
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Operations and Maintenance
mission in Afghanistan gni

By Bruce J. Huffman

Corps personnel inspect the power plant at the Kabul Military Train-i-ng Center.

ince 2003, the major focus of the U.S. Army for the Afghan National Security Forces, and

Corps of Engineers in Afghanistan has been an additional $400 million for operations and
building facilities for the Afghan National Security maintenance; a cost that is expected to increase
Forces. These facilities are vital to building-up and significantly over time. “We have to be good

sustaining the Afghan National Army and Police, and stewards of tax-payer dollars, and ensure these
are essential to establishing security for Afghanistan
and its neighbors. So far, the Corps has built nine
Afghan National Army Garrison/Brigade facilities,
and has nine more currently under construction.
They’ve also built a handful of somewhat smaller
Afghan National Police facilities, with plans to build
about 300 more in the coming year. Eventually, each
of these facilities will be complete, but the operations
and maintenance mission will continue to grow
indefinitely.

“That’s true, initial construction has a distinct

beginning and end, but the O&M requirements i
Afghan maintenance workers repair a weII at Camp Hero,

Just keep growing bigger with each facility that’s an Afghan National Army base located in Kandahar.
completed,” said Jon Allen, Deputy Branch Chief

of the Operations and Maintenance Program for the facilities function as designed,” said Allen. The
Afghanistan Engineer District — North. mission of the O&M program is to provide

Since 2003, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has maintenance to all facilities and infrastructure in
invested more than $3.5 billion to build facilities such a condition that they may be effectively used for
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their designated functional purpose. “Without proper
maintenance, little problems can become big, and big
problems cost a lot of money,” said Allen. “Through
proper maintenance we’re working to ensure that each
facility has every opportunity to reach its life-span
potential.”

Kabul.

Most of the ANA facilities are large self-sustaining
compounds designed to house and support anywhere
from 650 to 6000 Afghan Soldiers. The buildings
are relatively straightforward with perimeter walls,
power generation plants, water supply, storage and
waste water treatment facilities, headquarters and
administrative buildings, hospitals, dining facilities,
barracks, logistical centers, warehouses, motor pools,
training facilities, and ammo supply points.

ANP facilities are built for Uniformed and Border
Police and range in size from just a few one-story
buildings to large compounds that support hundreds
of personnel. ANP facilities are geographically
spread out, bringing governance and the rule of law
to far and remote reaches of the country, but also
making the facilities harder to maintain, because
they typically don’t have on-site maintenance
representatives like the larger facilities.

According to Allen, eventually the Corps wants

to transfer the O&M responsibility to the Afghan
Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of Interior.
“One of the things that we want to accomplish in
the days ahead, and this is one of the command

August 2009

priorities, is to build capacity,” said Lt. Gen.
Robert L. Van Antwerp, Commanding General, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. “So we’re looking at

how we can engage more Afghans in the business of
engineering. We’ve got some coaching, mentoring
and partnering to do, all with the intention of building
capacity among the Afghans. I think ultimately

the success of the country depends on this kind of
capacity building,” said Van Antwerp.

According to Allen, some of the biggest challenges to
overcome are the cultural differences. “You can apply
lifecycle management planning and preventative

An Afghan contractor monitors the control panel at the
power plant at Camp Hero in Kandhar

maintenance logic to the O&M equation, but you
need to understand that most Afghan Soldiers and
Police are not accustomed to these types of facilities.
In fact, only about 25% of Afghans have electricity
or indoor plumbing, so they are literally learning how
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to use and take care of these types of facilities for
the first time. We use locally procured fixtures and
hardware in all the projects, in preparation for future

sustainment by the Afghans, but you have to provide
some basic training too,” said Allen.
Contrack International Inc. performs all the

Contrack International Inc. personel repair a split pack
at an ANA military hospital in Kabul.

operations and maintenance for the ANSF facilities,
with a mandate of “Afghan First”, an initiative where
special consideration is given to try and hire Afghan
firms and workers whenever possible. With close

The bwe Int at Camp Shaheen, an Afghan National
Army base located in Mazar-e-Sharif.

oversight from the Corps of Engineers, the staff of CII
is training Afghans to perform maintenance and 24
hour emergency maintenance services of the facilities
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Afghan maintenance workers repair a well at Camp Hero,
an Afghan National Army base located in Kandahar.

and equipment.

Contrack currently has more than 1,200 personnel
consisting of site managers, engineers, technicians
and support staff, who work closely with the Corps
and the end-user to maintain the facilities. “We’ve
learned a lot about building here in Afghanistan

in the last five years,” said Allen. “We’re not just
building and maintaining facilities, we are also
building bridges of understanding and incorporating
them into the development, design, construction

and maintenance. We’re striving to instill pride in
ownership, and developing a long term capacity that
will help this nation thrive.

For more information about the Corps of Engineers in
Afghanistan please log on to: www.aed.usace.army.mil

Contrack International Employees repair a transformer in
Pol-e-Charki

Ly o
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SAFETY
BITS

Swine Flu Signs Symptoms Prevention
by Dave Stanton

If you have been watching or reading the news, you likely are aware that recently the World
Health Organization (WHO) raised the worldwide pandemic alert level to Phase 6 in response to
the ongoing global spread of the novel influenza A (H1N1) virus (swine flu). A Phase 6 designation
indicates that a global pandemic is underway. WHQO’s decision to raise the pandemic alert level to
Phase 6 is a reflection of the spread of the virus, not the severity of illness caused by the virus.

Our Command is very concerned that each of us is aware of the symptoms of the virus as well as
what we can do to protect ourselves. Thus, we recommend you know the symptoms of the virus, who
is at risk, and what to do to protect yourself from it.

SYMPTOMS:

Fever AND cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose. Other symptoms may include: body aches,
headache, fatigue, chills, diarrhea, vomiting.

HIGH RISK GROUPS:

The high risk groups for novel HIN1 flu are not known at this time, but it’s possible that they may
be the same as for seasonal influenza. People at higher risk of serious complications from seasonal
flu include people age 65 years and older, children younger than 5 years old, pregnant women,
people of any age with chronic medical conditions (such as asthma, diabetes, or heart disease), and
people who are immunosuppressed.

HOW THE FLU SPREADS:

Novel HIN1 flu spreads when sick people sneeze or cough flu germs onto others or onto surfaces that
someone else may touch.

PREVENTION:

¢ Wash your hands often with soap and water or use an alcohol based hand gel if water isn’t

available.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

Avoid close contact with ill people.

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.

Clean common or high use surfaces with a disinfectant as the virus may survive on

environmental surfaces and can infect a person for up to 2 to 8 hours after being deposited on

the surface.

e [f you get the flu, stay at home for 7 days after symptoms begin, or until you are symptom free
for 24 hours, whichever is longer.

e While sick, limit contact with others to keep from infecting them.

RESOURCE:

http://www.cdc.gov/hlnlflu/ The Center for Disease Control is the best source of information for
the novel influenza A (H1N1) virus (swine flu).

Also see attached brochure and posters. Recommend the posters be printed and posted in your
workplace.
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An aerial view of the Afghan Border Police Company Headquarters under construction in the Village of Tanar.

Tightening the border in Kunar Province

By Bruce J. Huffman

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is nearly 80%
complete with construction of a $6.5 million Afghan
Border Police Company Headquarters in the Village
of Tanar, located in northeastern Afghanistan near the
Pakistan border.

The forested terrain and network of caves in this
mountainous region of the Kunar Province makes this
a favored spot for insurgent traffic. The presence of
the Afghan Border Police in this area is essential to
stopping the flow of insurgents crossing the border
into Afghanistan in this area. The new ABP HQ is
being built about 12 kilometers from the border at a
choke point in a valley called the Silara Pass, a small
walking trail through the mountains. When finished,
Afghan Border Police will launch patrols from here
out to observation points along the pass to watch for
and intercept insurgents crossing the border.

The 135 meter rectangle ABP HQ is a self sustaining
compound with a perimeter wall, four guard towers
featuring ballistic glass, and a heavily fortified

entry control point. It has two 275 KBA Cummings
Diesel generators with four fuel tanks; two for the
generators, and two for fueling vehicles. It has its
own well and water storage tank, an ablution unit
with latrines, showers and a laundry facility, and
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Afghan workers from the Village of Tanar place curb
stones along the service drive inside the ABP compound.
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a warehouse and ammo supply point. It also has

an administrative building, a dining facility, and

two barracks buildings; one with individual rooms
for officers and senior enlisted and another open

bay facility for junior enlisted. When finished,

the compound will provide adequate living and
workspace for 93 Afghan Border Police.

“The Tanar project is just one of three ABP HQ’s
currently under construction in a 50 kilometer stretch
along this portion of the border in Kunar, and a
fourth is planned for the region,” said Capt. William
Lewis, Officer in Charge of the Corps of Engineers
Resident Engineer Office in nearby Asadabad. The
three that are currently under construction are being
built by the Road and Roof Construction Company,
an Afghan firm from Kabul, for $19.5 million. “Two
of the projects are not as far along as the one in
Tanar, because of Real Estate problems that caused
delays.” According to Lewis, getting supplies in the
more remote areas can be a challenge too, but Road
and Roof Construction implemented some innovative
ideas to speed the process. “The generators and the
pre-engineered metal dining facility building were
shipped in, but almost everything else was either
purchased locally or made on-site,” said Lewis.
“They set up a batch plant and made about 75% of
the CMU block on-site, using
raw materials and local labor
from the Village of Tanar.”
According to Lewis, one of
the biggest delays was waiting
for lumber permits from the
local Afghan government.
Criminals are known to
smuggle lumber and other
natural resources from this area
across the border into Pakistan
to finance terrorist activity,

so the local government has
imposed tight sanctions on the
sale and transport of lumber in
the region.

According to Duke Loney,
AED Project Engineer,
Asadabad Resident Office,
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About 75% of the CMU block used to construct the ABP Co. HQ in Tanar was
manufactured on-site using raw materials and local labor from Tanar.

it’s tough to get ‘American eyes’ on the projects in
the more remote areas too. “We have Local National
Quality Assurance Representatives who inspect the
projects and report back to us,” said Loney. “It’s
easier for them to get to the project sites unnoticed
than it is for Americans. Because of the enemy threat,
we have to travel in Mine Resistant Ambush Protected
Vehicles (MRAPS) everywhere we go. Consequently
we only get to the Tanar site about twice a month,”
said Loney, “but things are progressing along.”

The gravel base road that leads to the ABP HQ was
built by the Corps of Engineers about six months

ago, and now the Provincial Reconstruction Team is
applying a Phosphate Buffered Saline with Tween
(PBST) layer, a compacted mixture similar to, but not
quite as good as asphalt. “This is an agricultural area,
and building roads is one of the best ways you can
stimulate the economy,” said Lewis. “I’ve worked
for civilian companies back in the United States, and
their focus is always on the bottom line. I think I'm
here for a higher purpose, and I’m contributing to

the country’s security. This project is bringing better
security and stability to the Kunar Province, which

in turn brings better security and stability to all of
Afghanistan.” pg
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