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The 207th Corps of the Afghan National Army and coalition 
partners participate in the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
hospital addition at Camp Zafar, Herat. 

 
 

 
 
Hospital addition improves patient care for the 207th ANA Corps 
 
Joan Kibler 
Public Affairs Officer 
Afghanistan Engineer District-South        
 
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – “If the importance 
of an event is measured by who attends, then this is a very 
important event today,” said Col. Anthony C. Funkhouser, to 
the more than 200 people who attended the Jan. 8 ribbon-
cutting ceremony for an Afghan National Army hospital 
addition at Camp Zafar, Herat. 
 
Attending the ribbon cutting were members of the ANA, 
including Brig. Gen. Mohaidin Ghori, chief of staff, 207th 
Corps of the ANA; Funkhouser, commander of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Afghanistan Engineer District – 
South (AES); Col. Brad Booth, commander, Regional 
Support Command (West); Mahmoud Baligh, vice president, 
Omran Consulting, Construction & Engineering; and dozens 
of ANA soldiers, medical staff, contractors, and coalition 
personnel. 
 
The $3.5 million facility, which AES awarded in April 2009, was constructed by Omran. 
 
“The additional capacity will provide the 207th Corps’ 13,000 soldiers with proper medical facilities,” said 1st Lt. 
Tanner Smith, NATO Training Mission – Afghanistan/Combined Security Transition Command-Afghanistan, 
Engineer staff.  “This expansion provides the Afghan National Army with a critical facility for their transition to self-
sustainment.” 
 
Through an interpreter, Baligh explained the layout and function of the hospital addition and said that it was 
constructed “in accordance with the highest modern updated standards. 
 
“In addition, the hospital was designed and built by professional young Afghan engineers,” Baligh said. “Our first and 
main priority is to employ Afghan engineers to build capacity and to take on bigger projects in the future.” 
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More than 200 people attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the ANA hospital addition. 

Funkhouser followed Baligh with remarks. To the 
ANA, he said, “Today we celebrate the completion 
of this facility. We want to assist you by providing 
the facilities that the Afghan National Army needs to 
help with security.” 
 
To Omran, Funkhouser said, “That you are 
employing young Afghan engineers: as engineers, 
we enjoy watching this country grow with the young 
engineers who are contributing so much talent.” 
 
The ceremony included the traditional signing over 
the facility. Signatories included Donny Davidson, 
Herat area engineer; Baligh; and Smith.   
 
Afterward, through an interpreter, Ghori thanked the 
attendees for their support of this project. “Thank 
you for helping soldiers by providing good hospital 
facilities. Thank you for your confidence in us.” 
 

He also said he was appreciative of those who employ “Afghan engineers and who give them projects to improve 
their skills.” 
 
The ceremony concluded with the traditional ribbon cutting led by Ghori and Funkhouser. Omran then led a tour of 
the hospital facility. 
 
The hospital addition has three distinct functions, according to Kenny Pham, project engineer, AES Herat area office. 
“The addition has patient areas, administrative offices for the medical staff, and a full service dining facility,” he said.  
 
Pham said the patient area provides 46 regular patient beds, four isolation beds for infectious patients, and a VIP 
patient bed – and each has its own oxygen fitting that is connected to an existing oxygen system. The administrative 
area has 13 medical staff offices, a shared office, meeting room, locker rooms, nurse station, barber shop and gift 
shop. The dining facility has a kitchen that can serve up to 60 people at a time, a dining area, and a food storage area. 
 
The addition will increase the hospital’s capabilities in caring for patients. 
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