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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recognizes employees for meritorious service and significant 
contributions 
 
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Afghanistan Engineer District-South 
celebrated the meritorious service and achievements of deployed military service members and civilians during award 
ceremonies held throughout August. 
 
The recipients ended their deployment tours after receiving Army and civilian service medals and awards, the 
Department of Defense Global War on Terrorism Civilian Service Medal and the NATO Medal.  

 
Civilian awardees were: 
Rita M. Boccieri, program manager, deployed from USACE’s Louisville District. 
Michael L. Bockman, realty specialist, deployed from USACE’s Omaha District. 
Christopher D. Borton, real estate chief, deployed from USACE’s Seattle District. 
Stephen R. Bredthauer, project manager, deployed from USACE’s Northwestern Division in Portland, Ore. 
Lynda P. Christensen, realty specialist, deployed from USACE’s Norfolk District. 
Celia E. Cockburn, contract specialist, deployed from USACE’s Galveston District. 
Prixie Cruz, contracting branch chief, deployed from Army Materiel Command-Army Contracting Command at Ft. 
Shafter, Hawaii. 
Louis P. DiNatale, paralegal, deployed from USACE’s Louisville District. 
David R. Dyer, deputy district counsel, deployed from USACE’s New Orleans District. 
Henry J. Iarrusso, district counsel, deployed from USACE’s Huntington District. 
Joan F. Kibler, public affairs chief, deployed from USACE’s Middle East District in Winchester, Va. 
Nicholas Konovodoff, lead office engineer, deployed from USACE’s Jacksonville District. 
Laura Rowland, project engineer, deployed from USACE’s Memphis District. 
Kalid B. Williams, project manager, deployed from USACE’s Louisville District. 
Brian E. Zickefoose, resident engineer, deployed as a “Schedule A” employee from Lancaster, Pa. 
 
Military awardees were: 
Maj. Anthony S. Hammet, Kandahar Area Office officer in charge, deployed from the Army National Guard Bureau 
in Alexandria, Va. 
Sgt. 1st Class Claudia M. White, logistics noncommissioned officer in charge, deployed from the 503rd Military 
Police Battalion at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Sgt. 1st Class Fabio J. Vallejo, Helmand Area Office noncommissioned officer in charge, deployed from the 306th 
Engineer Company, in Amityville, N.Y. 
Staff Sgt. Richard Polanco, transportation and vehicle maintenance noncommissioned officer, deployed from the 
348th Training Support Brigade in Puerto Rico. 
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The South District provides design and construction services throughout southern Afghanistan to support the 
International Security Assistance Force and U.S. Forces-Afghanistan. Our work is carried out in Regional Commands 
South, Southwest and West with the goal of achieving counterinsurgency effects and bolstering the Afghan 
Government’s services to its people.  

These awards and decorations are a reflection of the dedication and service of the Military members and Civilians 
who have deployed in support of USACE’s mission in Afghanistan, and who have committed themselves to 
delivering projects that help improve security and governance in Afghanistan.  

For photos, please contact karla.k.marshall@usace.army.mil. 
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