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USACE to build much-needed hospital in Shindand

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — The U.S. and Afghan governments kept a promise when the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers awarded a $5.4 million contract to build a much-needed hospital in Shindand Monday. The
funding for the project came from the Commander’s Emergency Response Program, which authorizes commanders to
build healthcare projects that repair or develop healthcare facilities and services for the Afghan people.

The Afghanistan Engineer District-South is managing the project that, when complete, will provide a fully functional,
50-bed hospital and two out-patient clinics to help the Afghan government provide health care to its citizens.
Shindand citizens now rely on a rudimentary 28-bed clinic for their health care.

“This is a really important project for us to undertake,” said Air Force Col. Benjamin Wham, South District
commander. “There is a critical need for adequate healthcare in Shindand and this facility will greatly improve the
capability of the Afghan public health authorities to meet the needs of Shindand residents.”

The Afghan Ministry of Public Health committed to fully staffing and supporting all related operations and
maintenance costs when the hospital is complete and plans on budgeting $165,000 annually for the effort.
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For more news and information on USACE construction in Afghanistan, visit our website at

www.aed.usace.army.mil/aes, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/US-Army-Corps-of-Engineers-Afghanistan-
Engineer-District-South or on Flickr at www.flickr.com/photos/usace-tas.
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