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Corps of Engineers personnel from the 
Engineer Research and Development 
Centers in Illinois, Virginia, New 

Hampshire and Mississippi joined with members of 
the Transatlantic Programs Center in Winchester, 
Va., the Afghanistan Engineer District in 
Kabul, and the Provincial Reconstruction Team 
in Sharana, Afghanistan, via a live video tele-
conference Feb. 17 to witness Maj. Gen. Bo Temple, 
Corps of Engineers deputy commanding general for 
Civil Works and Emergency Operations, present 
the Defense of Freedom Medal to Louis “Webb” 
Mason for serious injuries he sustained during an 
enemy rocket attack in the Paktika Province of 
Afghanistan June 18, 2008.  

Mason, a 25-year employee and civil engineering 
technician at the ERDC in Vicksburg, had 
already deployed twice to Iraq before deploying to 
Afghanistan in December 2007 with the Sharana 
PRT in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
At the PRT, he worked closely with Afghan 
villagers building roads, clinics, schools and 
other desperately needed infrastructure projects.  
Ironically, weeks before the attack, Mason extended 
his six-month tour which was to end in May 2008 
so he could fi nish a few of the construction projects 
he was working on.

On the day of the rocket attack, which happened 
to be Mason’s 56th birthday, he was conducting 
a site inspection in a remote village.  After the 
impact, and despite his injuries, Mason crawled 

to his fi rst aid kit and applied his own tourniquet 
to his left arm then waited for Coalition Quick 
Response Forces to arrive.  He was airlifted to a 
military hospital in Salerno, Afghanistan, where 
doctors amputated his left arm above the elbow and 
treated his badly injured left leg.  Tragically two 
U.S. Navy Corpsmen from the Sharana PRT were 
killed in the same attack.  Mason was stabilized 
and later transferred to Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington where he began months of 
painstaking recuperation from his injuries.  

During the award ceremony in Mason’s honor, 
AED Commander Col. Thomas E. O’Donovan 
expressed words of gratitude on behalf of the 
District personnel for Mason’s selfl ess service and 
sacrifi ce. Then AED PRT Engineer Representative 
Sonny Jadun who was Mason’s close friend and 
roommate in Sharana, showed a slideshow with 
photos of Mason in action.  “It’s been an honor 
knowing you, working with you and following 
you,” said Jadun.  “You have been one tough guy 
who makes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the nation proud, and you are truly an American 
hero.”  Navy Cmdr. William Wheeler, Sharana 
PRT commander, then presented Mason with a 
shadowbox plaque. 

According to Temple, Corps of Engineers 
personnel, some serving multiple tours like Mason, 
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AED Commander Col. Thomas E. O’Donovan and Deputy 
Commander Lt. Col. Bryan Pratt sit front and center with 
a group of AED personnel gathered to watch the award 
presentation via VTC. 

Louis “Webb” Mason, an AED construction representative 
assigned to the Sharana Provincial Reconstruction Team, 
poses with a small child from an Afghan village in the Paktika 
Province.  Mason was presented the Defense of Freedom 
Medal Feb. 17 for serious wounds he sustained during an 
enemy rocket attack in summer of 2008.
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have completed over 9,000 individual deployments, 
either overseas in support of the Global War on 
Terror or here at home for domestic emergencies.  
“Former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
had the Defense of Freedom Medal created within 
weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, to honor 
Civilians serving in defense of our country during 
times of war and challenge,” said Temple.  “It is my 
honor and a privilege at this time, on behalf of Lt. 
Gen. Robert Van Antwerp the Chief of Engineers, 
to present this well deserved award in recognition 
for your tremendous service to our country.”  The 
crowd stood to their feet as Temple presented the 

medal to Mason. 
Fighting back the tears, Mason stood at the 

podium and addressed the crowd.  He put his note 
cards aside and began thanking his family and 
various members of the audience for their support 
through the rough times.  “My ERDC people have 
helped me the most,” said Mason.  “The entire 
chain of command was there. Your outpouring 
of support, I would say, is unbelievable.  I can’t 
explain to you how much its meant.”

The ceremony was followed by a reception and 
meal with family and friends.  Mason is scheduled 
to return to his job at ERDC March 2.

Members from a 
U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Rapid 

Response Team arrived in 
southern Afghanistan October 
2008 to help master plan 
Forward Operating Bases to 
get ready for a surge in U.S. 
forces.  The Forward Engineer 
Support Team – Advanced 
Team, which usually deploys 
for emergency response to 
natural disasters, is using their 
engineering capabilities to meet 
Afghanistan Engineer District’s 
new mission.

Originally this task was 
given to a three-man FEST 
from the Army’s 802nd Facility 
Engineer Detachment, who 
arrived in July 2008 to do the 
base camp master planning 
and infrastructure design for 
FOBs in Regional Command 
– South for an estimated 17 
to 30 thousand Solders and 
Marines, and their equipment.  
After realizing the magnitude 
of the work, they asked AED for 
help.  “It was too much work for 
just three people,” said Lt. Col. 
John C. Uptmor, commander of 
802nd FED.

The Corps responded by 
providing a FEST-A Team 
of six employees from the 

Europe District, 
with reach back 
support for electrical 
and drainage 
design work.  
Their combined 
engineering, 
architectural, and 
project management 
skills went to work 
helping the FEST 
in October 2008.  
Five more FEST-A 
Team members 
are assisting in 
Jalalabad and 
Sharana.  “With the 
Corps’ help, we’re 
almost 80 percent 
done,” said Uptmor.  

Work begins by identifying 
where the unit needs to go, said 
Uptmor.  Once the unit defi nes 
their needs, the FEST fi nds a 
location based on the terrain 
and the type of base needed.  
Then they help fi t the unit’s 
needs into the location.  “Once 
we fi nd a spot,” said Uptmor, 
“we determine the square 
footage needed and how all that 
fi ts together.”

In identifying FOBs that are 
suitable for accommodating the 
surge in forces, the FEST-A 
Team must fi rst conduct 

infrastructure assessments and 
determine feasible expansion 
and real estate requirements.  
Then they develop an 
expansion master site plan 
which includes detailed designs 
and drawings that support 
the master plan, writing the 
scopes and specifi cations for 
all planned construction, 
conducting environmental 
baseline surveys, and 
coordinating execution with the 
Integrated Planning Team, said 
Maj. Landon M. Raby, FEST-A 
Team offi cer in charge and FOB 
master planner.

FEST-A Team master plans for U.S. forces surge

Testing the soil to see how suitable it is to 
place a runway on requires the use of special 
equipment by the FEST-A Team.  Maj. Landon 
Raby, FEST-A Team OIC (second from left) 
checks the reading.
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