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Eric Aubrey - Rock Island District, 11.

I first deployed to Afghanistan working for the Afghanistan Engineer
District-North in 2005. I am now on my sixth deployment working as a
project manager for the Afghanistan National Army program.

I am currently responsible for more than $200 million worth of
projects under construction and/or in the process of being awarded.

Each time I have come to Afghanistan, I see progress that has been
made since my previous deployment here. One of the great things about
deploying, .redeploying and then deploying again is that I get to work
on projects that I had initiated on a previous tour. It is always
OALA House g d interesting to see how much they have progressed over time. The

| i overall speed which so many facilities get constructed in this very
challenging environment is amazing.

Although there are many hardships and challenges for each person
to endure during their deployment, it has been well worth it for me.
Even during the most difficult of times, it’s the people that make the
difference. They keep me sane when I want to scream out loud. They make me laugh when I want to go
crazy. They are my friends even if I’ve only known them for a few weeks. If it weren’t for the great
teams I have been fortunate to be a part of during my tours, I would never have returned. ;

The amount of experience I’ve gained during my tours here would probably take a decade or more to
achieve without the deployments. I wouldn’t trade my experience for anything...except maybe a winning
lottery ticket.

Although there are many challenges to make Afghanistan the type of self-supportive, independent
nation we would like to see it become, I do believe we are making noticeable progress on that front
and that it will happen in the coming years.

I have made friends, had fun, seen and experienced things I never would have imagined...so one more
deployment is not out of the question.
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