
 I began my work here in October 2010 as a construction representative/engineer tech in the Mazar-e 
Sharif Off-Shaheen Resident Office. I have also stepped up to fill in for the project engineer while on 
leave and I have also been a project manager to develop the scope of work for our billets expansion. 
Since my arrival, I have partaken in more than 80 missions outside the wire. I have managed more than 
$40 million worth of projects at one time. Things happen fast here!
 I volunteered because, as a medically retired U.S. Marine, I wanted to do something more to 

service my country. It seemed that this deployment was my opportunity. 
 I have been here at Afghanistan Engineer District-North for almost one year now and my reasons for 

deploying have expanded. I have a stronger appreciation for our own great country and the privilege of 
being an American. Working here in Afghanistan, I also get to see Americans at their best through their 
work for Afghanistan and its people. The Afghans aren’t much different than us; they want to work to 
make the best life for their families, to educate their children, 
and to not have to live in fear. They may not have much to give, but 
everyone that I have met would do anything and/or give you anything 
they had.  
 Their idealism and drive are truly an inspiration. I will 

remember them long after I leave here. There is no part of my 
deployment that I regret. The Afghans, and all others I have had the 
opportunity to work with, have made sure that my time here has made 
a difference. I will never forget the people of Afghanistan or the 
work I have done here.  
 I do want to say thanks to all my friends, colleagues and 

especially to my family back home. Deployments require the love and 
support of the entire family. I love you and can’t wait till I see 
you soon!
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